S OCIETY OF S T . V INCENT D E P AUL
A LTOONA /J OHNSTOWN

M ARCH 2020
175 YEARS OF HELPING THOSE IN NEED IN THE
UNITED STATES
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is celebrating 175 years in the
United States. The first conference was established in St. Louis,
Missouri and is still active today. The history of the Society in our
diocese dates back to 1898 with the first Conference at St. Mark
Parish in Altoona. The Society of Altoona Johnstown as we know it,
today, was reorganized in 1982.
Although many have heard of the various programs operating under
the SVDP umbrella, people are often surprised to learn all that we do
in our community. This year, in honor of the 175th anniversary of
helping those in need, the Altoona Johnstown District Council is
committed to educating the community on the Society.
The core of the Society is our parish conferences that are comprised
of parishioners who meet regularly to pray, read scripture, and reflect
on God’s word. Through prayer our members answer the call to feed
the hungry and clothe the poor, visit the sick and imprisoned, and
bring God’s love to those in need.
As we move forward, stay turned for special events, prayer services
and liturgies to promote the Society.
On a national level, the SVDP in the United States is planning a
pilgrimage to Paris in September.
ALTOONA THRIFT STORE HELPS A FAMILY IN NEED
AND DONATES TO A LOCAL PROJECT
Last month a family's home was destroyed by fire. Fortunately the
family and their pets escaped without injury but their possessions were
destroyed. The thrift store was able to help with clothing for everyone.
The United Way’s “Glass Slipper” project is a program that accepts
donated prom gowns and allows girls that may not otherwise be able
to buy a dress pick one for free. The Altoona store was very fortunate
to receive a shipment of prom gowns, last year, from a store that had
closed its doors. In the spirit of paying it forward, the thrift store
donated 200 brand new prom gowns to this year’s project. (The
donation was prior to all the restrictions brought by the Corona virus.)

A message from Brandon Berns, Sr.
Community Affairs Analyst for Highmark
Walk for a Healthy Community:
“Our participants’ safety – as well as the
safety of our volunteers and the broader
communities of which we serve is our top
priority. With the recent updates by the
CDC in regards to mass gatherings; we have
made the decision to modify all seven of the
2020 Highmark Walks for a Healthy
Community to an online only fundraiser &
virtual walk for this year’s campaign.
This contingency plan ensures that our
participating organizations are still able to
fundraise, a vital component of this event
via our online system; while not putting our
participants at risk of further spread of the
COVID-19 virus in a mass gathering
situation.
We encourage you to please check back to
the Highmark Walk Facebook page for
further details.”

The Johnstown Family Kitchen has relied on
this fundraiser for several years. Please
consider donating to the event online.

Famvin Quote of the day March 24

Click here for daily reflections and a quote of the day.

“He is with me and what can I fear? I look neither behind
nor before, only up.” – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton –
Lord, with you at my side, fear has no place in my life.
Increase my faith in you.
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Combating Predatory Lending
Deb Zabloudil, Chair
Alternative Lending and Financial Literacy
Subcommittee
Tom Mulloy, National Director of Poverty Programs

Millions of working Americans struggle to
make ends meet as expenses pile up while
wages remain flat. Desperate for additional
income, they turn to payday loans and end up
trapped in a cycle of debt making matters
worse.
Join the Voice of the Poor monthly webinar
series to learn more about this issue and what
Vincentians are doing to protect vulnerable
friends in need.
The webinar aired earlier this month but you
can click here to download the power point
presentation.
Click here for other VOP webinars.

On March 11, 2020, the Johnstown Family Kitchen held its last
Friendsday-Wednesday Soup Sale of the season. This annual event,
in its second year, sold a variety of soups (two each month) from
October through March on the second Wednesday of the month.

Through community sponsorship the Kitchen raised more than
$3,200.00 from the event.
The Kitchen would like to thank the following sponsors for their
assistance and support:
President Commissioner, Tom Chernisky
Commissioner, BJ Smith
The Greek Catholic Union Go Give Program
Greater Johnstown Christian Fellowship
Immaculate Conception & St. John’s Altar/Rosary Society
The Richie Thomas Memorial Fund
Third Brethren Church
RDM, LLC

A sincere thank you to the many individuals who supported this
annual project including Tom Chernisky; Joe, the mailman; and many
others.
The Food for Families Kitchen is looking forward to holding its third
Annual Friendsday-Wednesday project in the Fall.

Pictured on the right: Joe, the mailman and Florentina Mayko, volunteer.
Pictured on the left: Commissioner Chernisky with volunteers from RDM,
LLC.
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PLANTING SEASON 2020 HAS BEGUN
On March 20 The SVDP Community Garden’s season began with
volunteers planting 700 cabbage and 150 broccoli plants in one of the
two tunnels. Later this month the other tunnel will be planted with
150 broccoli and 300 cauliflower plants and 1,000 onion sets.
Dotty Caminiti, Garden Coordinator said, “Jim Yeager (Garden
Coordinator) and I both feel this garden will be needed this summer.
We are going to do our best to grow as much as we can.”
If you would like information
on volunteering contact
Dotty Caminiti.

Picture on the right is the Lisa
Belsey Pufka memorial located in
one of the high tunnels.
Pictures below are volunteers
planting cabbage and broccoli.

2020


FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Youth Ministry Golf Outing
Park Hills Country Club, Altoona
9:00 AM Registration



SATURDAY, JUNE 6
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
Online Fundraiser and Virtual Walk



SUNDAY, JUNE 21
Feed the Need Food Truck Rodeo
PNC Park, Johnstown, PA
Noon - 5:00 PM

KEEP UP-TO-DATE ON SVDP/FFF
EVENTS

Our website has a new feature… a monthly
calendar. The calendar
makes it easier to see
what’s happening;
fundraisers, events,
etc. Go to our website
svdpcares.org and click
on calendar under
upcoming events.

CONTACT US
(814) 943-1981
avcdepaul@atlanticbbn.net
www.svdpcares.org
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