S OCIETY OF S T . V INCENT D E P AUL A LTOONA /J OHNSTOWN

A PRIL 2019
ST. BERNARD’S PANTRY PROVIDING FRESH PRODUCE
Produce to People (P2P) is a program organized through the Greater
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank and SVDP Food for Families. For
several years P2P has distributed fresh produce on a monthly basis
within the city of Johnstown. On Wednesday, March 27 the first of
regular monthly distributions took place at St. Bernard’s Food Pantry
in Hastings. The pantry distributed fresh produce to 235 households.
St. Bernard’s is pleased they are able to provide fresh produce to
families in need. However, it became obvious that the current parking
lot will no longer accommodate everyone. The lot needs to be
expanded and the cost is over $14,000. Thanks to the SVDP Diocesan
Council, a grant for $14,238 was given to the pantry to cover the cost
of the expansion.

JOHNSTOWN/ALTOONA
2019 Highmark Walk for a
Community Johnstown/Altoona.

Healthy

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2019
PEOPLES NATURAL GAS FIELD
(the Curve Baseball Field)
ALTOONA, BLAIR COUNTY

St. Bernard Conference President, Linda Legrand receives a check for
$14,238 from SVDP Executive Director, Sonny Consiglio for the
Hastings Food Pantry parking lot expansion.

The Walk will benefit 14 health and human
service organizations including the
Johnstown SVDP Food for Families.
Last year the 2018 Johnstown/Altoona Walk
for a Healthy Community raised a total of
$55,982 for all the organizations that
participated.
Click on the registration form below to
register a team or to donate to a walker,
team, or to SVDP Johnstown Food for
Families.
Registration form

Families receive from 30 to 50 pounds of fresh produce and other
food items at each distribution.
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ST. JOE’S FISH DINNER… GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL
The annual fish dinner at St. Joseph’s in Williamsburg was held on
Friday, April 5 and served 425 meals. “We were blessed with so many
volunteers; we could not have done the dinner without them. Our
fundraiser was a big success and we had so much fun.” said Sandy
Morelli, St. Joseph’s conference president.
The St. Rose conference in Altoona has
been busy with local fundraising events.
To make it easier to keep up-to-date on
the happenings, the conference has set
up a new website, strosesvdp.org.

ALTOONA SVDP FOOD PANTRY
RECIPIENT OF MARTIN’S STORE
FUNDRAISER
The Assumption Chapel was the recent
recipient of a fundraiser held in March at the
Martin’s Food Store. The fundraiser, is a
Community Bag and Giving Tag Program
launched on March 1, 2019 by Giant/
Martin’s store that supports many programs
each month in the community. The donation
of $259 will help pay for fresh milk for the
kids being served by the pantry.

Per pantry director, Don Belsey, the Altoona
pantry distributes nearly 570 gallons of milk
in the eight days a month they are open.
The pantry distributes on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:00 am to 11:30 am.
Call 943-7962 for more information.

In addition to all the volunteers the conference received food
donations from church members and McAneny Brothers. An SVDP
member paid for the printing of posters and tickets.

Volunteers helping at the St. Joseph’s Fish Dinner.

Good food and fellowship were on the menu at St.
Joseph’s annual fish dinner.

St. Mark’s Conference in Altoona held their annual Good Friday Luncheon
and serviced over 140 meals. Food and supplies were provided by the
Altoona Soup Kitchen and the Altoona conferences at St. Mark, St. Therese,
and St. Rose of Lima. Shown are St. Mark’s Kitchen Committee with Tim
Leberfinger, conference president, on the right.
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JOHNSTOWN KITCHEN GETS A NEW VAN
Thanks to the generosity of Team Kia in Johnstown the SVDP family
kitchen received a generous and much needed donation of a 2012 Kia
Sedona van.

Voice of the Poor (VOP) is the advocacy
arm of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
There are many issues that keep people in
poverty but as Vincentians through our
home visits we have a more tangible view of
the things that prevent upward mobility.
When we speak of the needs of the poor we
are not using statistics or graphs but have
taken steps to walk into the reality of the
lives of the poor. When Vincentians speak, it
is from the heart. It is our Christian calling
founded in our Catholic faith that has
brought us into the lives of the
disenfranchised.

Employee William
Intehar
and
volunteer
Tom
unload donations
from the new van.

EASTER DINNER BASKETS DELIVERED BY ST. THOMAS
CONFERENCE
On Palm Sunday members of the
St. Thomas Conference delivered
Easter dinner baskets to those in
need in Bedford County.

Poverty touches all of us regardless of
whether you are the one in poverty, a family
member or a random stranger. Its effects
run past our desire not to see the homeless
person at the traffic stop light or quickly to
slip a couple of dollars to them so they
move on from your car. Sadly, this does very
little to help their cause but instead enables
them to stay where they are. Poverty is in
the face of the little girl in your daughter's
class whose parents are not able to provide
three meals a day for her. Poverty is in the
face of your neighbor who lost his job. No
matter your background or roads traveled,
please think seriously about joining us.
For more information click here.

All food items were donated by
members of St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Everett and
included a voucher for a ham
provided by an anonymous
donor.
THE VINCENTIAN
HUMMINGBIRDS
Volunteers included, in front, Sidney Beamer and in back from left,
Louise Richards, Louise Beamer and Nancy Eckard.

by Renato Lima de Oliveira
Click on Renato’s name to read this inspiring
fable. famvin.org
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL ST. VINCENT DE PAUL YOUTH
MINISTRY GOLF OUTING SET FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 6
The SVDP Youth Ministry program has been able to help hundreds
of children in our area because of individuals and businesses in the
community that have participated and/or became a sponsor for this
annual event. For several years the Youth Ministry has been fortunate
enough to have Sheetz as a Gold sponsor for this event.

2019


SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Mayfest Yard Sale
Most Holy Trinity Church
524 Mifflin St, Huntingdon
8:30 am to 4:00 pm



SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Ozanam Sunday
Holy Name Church
500 N Julian St, Ebensburg
2:00 pm



WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
Friendsday Wednesday Soup Sale
231 Bedford St, Johnstown
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm



SATURDAY, MAY 18
2019 Highmark Walk for a Healthy
Community
Peoples Natural Gas Field, Altoona
7:45 am Registration / 9:00 am Walk



THURSDAY, JUNE 6
Youth Ministry Golf Outing
Park Hills Country Club, Altoona
9:00 am Registration



SUNDAY, JUNE 16
The Need Food Truck Rodeo
PNG Park, Johnstown
Noon to 4:00 pm



FRIDAY & SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 & 10
St. Therese Flea Market
Father Kelly Hall, 2412 5th St, Altoona
8:00 am to 1:00 pm

CONTACT US
(814) 943-1981
avcdepaul@atlanticbbn.net

www.svdpcares.org

A few of the programs that the youth ministry sponsors include
summer reading and lunch programs, an after school program as well
as financial assistance to families with children; this would not be
possible without the golf outing
Why not join us for a fun day of golf while helping SVDP help others.
Registration begins as 9:00 a.m. at the Park Hills Country Club in
Altoona. A shotgun start tee time is 9:30 am. Entrance fee is $75 per
golfer ($300 per foursome). This includes green fees, cart, skills
contests (Mulligan package $20 per team), course refreshments, and
luncheon. For more information and to register contact Sonny
Consiglio at 814-659-8773 avcdepaul@atlanticbbn.net.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
GOLD TOURNAMENT SPONSOR
Banner Display
Cart and Sponsor Board Display and One Tee Sign
Two Foursomes
Recognition at Luncheon
$2,500.00
SILVER MAJOR SPONSOR
Cart and Sponsor Board Display and One Tee Sign
Two Foursomes
$1,000.00
BRONZE CORPORATE TEAM SPONSOR
Sponsor Board Display and One Tee Sign
One Foursome
$500.00
TEE SPONSOR
One Tee Sign
$100.00
Click here for sponsorship details and form.
Click here for registration form/brochure.
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